Identification Process for Talented Youth
In the Stonington Public Schools

The Stonington Public Schools define Oralented Y outhQas a child identified as (1)
possessing demondrated or potential abilities tha give evidence of aboveaverage
intellectud, creative or specific academic capability and (2) needing differentiated ingruction
or servicesin order to realize ther intellectud, creative or specific academic potential. The
Stonington Public Schools bdieve that @iftednessOi's a developmental conoept and is
manifested throughQjifted behavior.OThedistrict is committed to fostering theindividud
and diverse talents of all students. Throughthedifferentiation of curriculum, ingruction and
assessment that indudes process, produd and content, we allow every child within our
school digtrict to developto thar fullest potential. Our program suppots schoolwide efforts
to provide or mog academically able students with an intellectudly chdlenging
environment that also enriches the general education program. At each school level extra-
curricular programs and differentiated ingruction is provided.

Theidentification of Oralented Y outhGin the Stonington Public Schools addresses
thefollowing three standards

1. Theidentification process uses multiple criteria

2. Theidentification processis ongong and systematic and indudes all studentsin
kinde'garten throughthe 12" grade

3. Theidentification process hasinternd condgstency with wha thedistrict istrying
to accomplish, the differentiation of ingruction to meet the needsof al learners.

Procedures have been developed to identify up to thetop 10% of our students who
demondrate creative or academic potential.

Identification Procedure:

1. All students will be screened each year. An indvidud® identification statusis
determined yearly based on a student® mog current paeformance daa

¥ Toidentify studentsin Grades K-2 thedistrict will primarily use nontest
criteria. Test criteriaused in grade 2 will belimited to DRP scores and thar
correlationto anaiond percentile ranking at thelndgpendent Level (P=90).
Thiswill hdp to plan differentiated ingructionin reading for this group
Behavior Rating Scales will be used for othe academic or specific areas of
talent. Teacher and parent nomnaionswill also be consdered.

¥ Multiple Criteriawill beused for identification of students as Talented Y outh
in Grades 3 - 12:

1. Test Scoresused for nomnaionsbThedistrict will use CMT or
CAPT scale scores to establish identification criteria. Thisdaawill be
used to identify those students who perform in the 90th to 99"
percentile academically. Students who peformin the Advanced Level
ontheCMT or CAPT with a scale score of 3600r abovein any
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disciplinewill bedigible for nomnaion. An OLSAT score of 1300r
abovewill aso beused asanomnaion criteriafor sudentsin Grades
5-12.

2. Non-test criteria used for nominaionsBstudents who do notfall
within thetop 10%based on academic test performance may be
nominaed throughAlternae Pathways tha indudethefollowing:

¥ Teacher, paent, self or peer nomnaions Nominaionforms
and Behavior Rating Scales relevant to theidentified area of
talent are used to gahe information for the screening team.
Parents will be asked to complete Rating Scales that correlate
to ther perceived area of academic strength or talent. Self or
peer nominaionsresult from students pursuing independent
research or projects in areas of highinterest.

¥ Portfolio/collection review of student work.

Nomination Procedure

9/30/07

1.

Prior to the close of school each year teachers will be asked to review the
mog current student data, complete appropriate nomination forms and
Behavioral Rating Scales, if required, and forward to the Principd the
names of students they recommend as Talented Y outh for thefollowing
schoolyear. Thislist of students will be circulated throughouttheteaching
teams to assure tha every child is conddered forinduson. All formswill
beforwarded to the Principd for action in September.

Each school will identify an Enrichment Team that will review
nomnaions Theteam will convenein September to review student data
submitted by teachers/parents/students relevant to a group identification
process. Reviews will take place at a group PPT that will be convened by
September 21"

Following a group PPT to identify the Talented Y outh popuktion at each
school, student names will be submitted to the Specia Education Office
by September 25™.

Theentire nomination process may berepeated in November and April as
judified by individud student performance data. If the Enrichment Team
identifies students at these intervals then names mug be submitted to the
Special Education Office by November 20™ and April 22",

Parents may contact each school office for nominaionforms



Notification Procedure

Parents will benotified in writing of the deerminaion tha ther child has been
identified as having aboveaverage general ability or specific ability and/or
creative potential. A copy of theletter will be placed in the student@® cumulative

file.

Parent Rights

Services

1.

Parents have therightto review and ingect any educationd records
related to ther child. If at any time parents disagree with the decision of
the PPT, the parents have therightto chdlengetha decison and request a
formal evaludion.

Parents may use the Standard Special Education Referral Form
(found in every school office) to refer their child for an evaluation.
Standardized achievement tests and the WISC will be used as district
evaluation tools to supplement existing data.

If the PPT determines that a child does not meet the criteriato be
identified asa Taented Y outh, paents may chdlengethis determinaion
by requesting either mediation or a hearing. Parents may request an
independent educationd evaluation to chdlengethe evauaionsconduded
by thedistrict at thedistrict@ expense. The Board of Education may
initiate a due process hearing to show that the evaluaion is appropriate.

TheDistrict is nat required to provide programming for children identified
as gifted and talented. Programmingis pemissive. However, the
Stonington Public Schools bdieves tha @iftednessOi's a developmental
concept and tha throughthedifferentiation of curriculum and indruction,
produd and content, we alow every child within our school district to
developto thear fullest potential.

¥ Formative assessment of student achievement is ongong. Differentiated ingruction
and flexible groupngis planned accordingly in grades K-12. Enrichment Blodks and,
often, after school Enrichment Clugers are offered at the elementary level, extra-
curricular courses are offered at the midde and high school levels aswell asleveled
courses at the high school level.
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The Identification of Gifted and Talented Children in Connecticut:
The Law and Its Implications
(Jeanne Purcell — State Department of Education)

Very often, parents ask aboutthelaws related to gifted and talented educationin Connecticut.
In this column, | would like to explore Connecticut statutes as they pertain to this popuktion
of children and theimplicationstha the statutes have for school districts. With the
information contained in this article, we hopetha parents will be able to advocate
knowledgeably and effectively for ther children within theintent of the law.

What is the Law?
Theidentification of gifted and talented children is required unde Connecticut specia
education law. Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) Section 10-76d@)(1) states (Ee ach local
or regiond boad of education shdl providethe professiond services requisite to the
identification of schoolage children requiring special education, identify each such child
within itsjurisdiction, deerminethe eligibility of such children for specia education
pursuant to sections10-76ato 10-76h indusve, prescribe suitable educationd programs for
eligible children, maintain arecord thereof and make such reports as the commissione may
requireEQ:

Section 10-7645) of the state statutes defines Gzhildren requiring special educationO
asfollows:

(5) GChildren requiring special educationOndudes any exceptiond child
whoE( B) has extraordinary learning ability or outstanding talent in the
creative arts, the development of which requires programs or services
beyondthos ordinarily provided in theregular school programs butwhich
may be provided throughspecial education as part of the public school
program.

The state regulationsdefine Qjifted and talentedQ Gextraordinary learning abilityQ and
utstanding creative talentOas follows. Regulations Concerning State Agendes (RCSA) at
Sec. 10-76a2 dtate:

(b) GGifted and talentedOmeans a child identified by the planning and
placement team as (1) possessing demondrated or potential abilities tha give
evidence of very supeior intellectud, creative or specific academic capability
and (2) needing differentiated ingruction or services beyondthos beng
provided in theregular school program in order to redlize thear intellectud,
creative or specific academic potential. Theterm shdl indudechildren with
extraordinary learning ability and children with outstanding talent in the
creative arts as defined by these regulations

(a)Extraordinary learning abilityOmeansa child identified by the planning
and placement team as gifted and talented onthe basis of either peformance
onrelevant ssandardized measuring ingruments, or demondrated or potential
achievement or intellectud creativity or both. Theterm shdl refer to thetop
five per cent of children so identified. (Note: Theterm means5% of the
children so identified as gifted and talented within the district.)
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(j) GDutstanding talent in the creative artsOmeansa child identified by the
planning and placement team as gifted and talented on the basis of
demondrated or potential achievement in musc, the visud arts or the
performing arts. Theterm shdl refer to thetop five per cent of children so
identified. (Note: Theterm means5% of thechildren so identified as gifted
and talented within thedistrict.)

While identification is mandaed unde state law, programming is pamissive unde
Section 10-76d(C) of the state statutes: (fc) Each local or regiond boad of education
may provide special education for children requiring it who are described by
subpaagraph (B) of subdiision (5) of section 10-76aand for other exceptiond
children for whomspecial educationis nat required by law.OThe State Regulations
further require tha Geach boad of education provideidentification, referral and
evaluation for gifted and talented childrenQ see Section 10-760-1(b).

What Does the Law Mean?

(1) Theprovisionsrelating to theidentification of gifted and talented children are found
in the state specia education laws. The procedures used to identify and evauae
children who may be gifted or talented are similar to those used to identify and
evauate children with disabilities. Only the state requirements are followed for the
identification, evaluation and referral of gifted and talented children. Thefedera
specia eduation law, the Individuds with Disabilities Education Act, does not
providefor gifted and talented children.

(2) Theparents mug benotified in writing tha areferral to the Planning and Placement
Team (PPT) has been madeto determineachild@identification as either gifted or
talented. A PPT is a Qyroupof certified and/or licensed professionds, who represent
each of theteaching, administrative and pupil personnéd staffs and who paticipae
equdly in thedecision making processE. These shdl be personsknowledgesblein
the areas necessaryEO (RCSA Sec 10-76a1 (p).

(3) The PPT mug processthereferral for an evaluaion. The PPT mud review existing
datato determineif the child may bedigible as gifted and talented. If the PPT
determines tha sufficient information exists to determine digibility, further
evauaionis not necessary. The parents may chdlengetherefusa of the PPT to find
achild gifted and talented by requesting dueprocess, discussed further bdow.

(4) Parents mug benotified in writing when the student isreferred to the PPT for a
congderation of identification of gifted and talented and, after the PPT has reviewed
the assessment information, notified in writingif the student has met the criteriafor
eigibility as gifted or talented.

(5) If thedistrict recommendsfurther evaluaionsand uses an individud assessment
procedure (e.g., an individud intelligence test), certain procedural safeguadsmug be
followed. Individud assessment requires prope notice and informed conent as
described in Section 10-76d-8 of the State Regulations Parents mug be notified tha
ther child has been referred for evaluaion and written consent for the evaluation
mug beobtained. Parents mug beinformed of theresults of theevaluaion and
informed whether or not thechild has been identified as gifted and talented.

(6) If groupassessment procedures are used to identify gifted and talented students,
congent to perform such assessments may not berequired. Group assessments (e.g.
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achievement tests) given to all students within a school district are nongpecific and,
therefore conent is not required. If agroupof students are to be evaluaed
specifically to deermineidentification as gifted and talented, notice and consent are
required.

(7) Parents have therightto review and ingpect any educationd recordsrelated to ther
child. Thisindudes recordsrelated to the determination of a child@ identification as
gifted and talented.

(8) If at any timein theevaluation process the parents disagree with the decisionsof the
PPT, the parents have theright to chdlengethos decisions For example, if the
parents disagree with the district@ refusal to evaluate the child, the parents may
request either a mediation or dueprocess hearing to chdlengethisrefusal. If the PPT
determines tha the child is nather gifted nor talented, the parents may chdlengethis
determinadion by requesting either mediation or a hearing. Parents may request an
independent educationd evaluation to chdlengethe evaluaionsconduded by the
district.

(9) Parents have therightto obtain an independent evaluation of ther child, conduded by
a certified person nat employed by the boad of education (CGS Sec. 10-76d-9(c)(1).

(10) Parents have theright to an indgpendent evaluation at public expense if they
disagree with an evaluation obtained by the board of education. QPublic
expenseO meansat no cod to parents.  However, theboad of education may
initiate adue process hearing to show tha theevaluaionis appropriate (CGS
Sec. 10-76d-9(c)(2)).

(12 Schooldistricts are notrequired to provide programming for children identified

as gifted and talented. Ingead, programmingis pemissive. Parents, then, can
ask for educationd services that accommodae the educationd needsof ther
children, butdistricts are not required to provide such special educationd
services.

Guidelines About the Identification Process

Personnd from many Connecticut school districts call the State Department of Educationto
inquire aboutthelaws regulating theidentification of gifted and talented children. They also
ask for est practicesOrelated to this process. To answer ther questions we provide them
with the suggestionslisted bdow to ensure equitable and defengble identification procedures
tha foger open communication with parents.

(1) Identification should be systematic and ongoing.

(2) Identification needsto go beyondthetraditiond, narrow definition of ability
andtalent. New work by researchers and theorists such as Gardne (1985)
and Sternbeg (1984)has resulted in the general acceptance of the bdief that
traditiond intelligence tests fail to capture the multi-faceted nature of human
potential.

(3) Identification ingruments should match thedistrict definition of giftedness. |If
adistrict proposs to identify students with both muscal and mathematical
ability or potential, then separate identification procedures need to be
established in each of thedomains

(4) Theidentification process should be based on theuse of multiple criteria
induding, but notlimited to: teacher recommendaions student work
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samples, aportfolio review, teacher checklists, a parent nomination, peer or
self nomination, parent nomnaion, and/or standardized assessment scores.

(5) Identification ingruments need to be sengtive to undeserved and culturally
diverse popuktions Standadized tests, used carefully and cautioudy, can
yield hdpful datain assessing the potential of traditiondly undeserved or
undeachieving students. They should notbe used exclusvely, however. In
these cases especially, greater emphasis needsto be placed on parent, teacher,
peer, or self-rating scales. Additiondly, portfoliosand performance rating
scales may be more direct assessments of student potential or
accomplishment.

(6) Identification plansshould bewritten and communicated to all parentsin
languayes that reflect the demographics of the community.

Conclusion

Parents, teachers, and school administrators can work collaboratively to identify gifted
and talented students in Connecticut. Each grouphas valuable information tha can be
used to ensure tha al children--thase with demongrated abilities or those with the
potential to demongdrate such abilities--are identified. It is my hopethat theinformation
provided in this brief summary and explanation of Connecticut law will clarify therights
and obligaionsassodated with theidentification procedures and provide asimplified
process for meeting therequirements of thelaw. Please call me or email meif | can
answer additiond questionsrelated to these laws, (860) 713-6745;
jeannepurcell @po state.ct.us

Resources

Gardna, H. (1985). Frames of mind Thetheory of multiple intelligences. New Y ork:
Basic Books

Sternbeag, R. J. (1984. Toward atriarchic theory of intelligence. Behavioral and
Brain Sdences, 7, 269-287.

9/30/07



Behavioral Checklist
Students who may require differentiation of curriculum because of academic ability often
exhibit the following behaviors. Please consider when nominating a student as a “Talented

Youth.”

Student Name:

Nominator:

Date:

_____ Consistently finishes tasks quickly
Finishes reading assignments first
Appears bored during instruction time
Consistently daydreams
Creates own puzzles, games, or diversions in class
Brings in outside reading material
Has consistently high performance in one or more academic areas
______ Test scores consistently excellent despite average or below-average class work
______Asks questions which indicate advanced familiarity with material
Is sought after by other students for assistance
Uses vocabulary and verbal expression in advance of grade level

Expresses interest in pursuing alternate or advanced topics

Demonstrates high levels of abstract thinking, verbal and numerical reasoning,
spatial relations, memory and word fluency

Demonstrates the capacity to sort out relevant and irrelevant information
Demonstrates risk-taking

Demonstrates the capacity for high levels of interest, enthusiasm, fascination and
involvement in a particular problem or area of study

Demonstrates perseverance, determination, hard work and dedicated practice
Recognizes significant problems within specialized areas
Sets high standards for one’s work, open to self and external criticism
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To be put on school letterhead:

Dear Parent or Guardian,

Each year the State of Conneticut requires tha school districts identify students who
demondrate aboveaverageintellectud or creative ability. Both test and nontest criteriaare
used for theidentification process. After areview of ourrecords, your child
has been identified for the (20072008)school year as a Oralented
Y outhO Althoughidentification is mandaed by the state, direct services for students are not

The Stonington Public School System is committed to fogering theindividud and
diverse talents of all of our students. We strive to meet the educationd needsof every student

throughthedifferentiation of curriculum, indruction and assessment that is purposefully
designad to address individud needs If you have questionsconaerning your child@ program

status, please contact your child@ homeroom teacher/guidance counslor.

Sincerely,
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Dear Staff Member,

State |law mandates the identification of Qalented youthOstudents in grades K-12. Names
of studentsidentified as such are submitted to the state in December. Althoughidentification
ismandaory, direct serviceis pamissive. Inourdistrict, service is provided throughthe
differentiation of ingruction, enrichment blocks, leveled courses and extra-curricular
oppotunities.

Theidentification process is described in our district@ Special Education Procedural
Manud. Each schoolwill have an Enrichment Team tha reviews nomndions This Team
may meet up to threetimes a year, in September, November and April which ensuresthat our
nominaion process is ongoing and based on student performance. The Enrichment Team
will make afind determinaion ontheidentification status of each student at a group PPT.
Parents will benotified in writing of their child®@ identification.

Each teacher mugt use a ONomination FormOfor each student they recommend for
review. Classroomteachers will nominae students at the end of May for thefollowing
September. Theidentification process is ongoing and children may beidentified throughout
the school year. The Enrichment Team will convene group PPT@ again in November and
April to review new nomnaionstha have been submitted.

|dentification from oneschool year to the next is not automatic. If a student has been
identified oneyear, evidence to suppot re-identification the next year mug be submitted to
and reviewed by the Enrichment Team.

Students who are academically able as well asthose who demongrate talentin avisud or
performing art, or other area, should benomnaed by teachers. A variety of Behavior Rating
Scales are available in the Manud to hdp with this process.

Parent rights are also described in themanud. Please be sure to review themanud to
undestand our responsbilitiesin this area.

Sincerely,
Dr. Mark Hawk Theresa Jordan, Principal
Director of Special Services West Broad Street School,

Coordinator of Talented Youth
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